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FIRST YDC SETTLEMENT FROM THE LEGISLATIVE FUND RESOLVED BY 
SHAHEEN & GORDON 

The firm withdraws from state court litigation to file all claims with the YDC Settlement Fund  

MANCHESTER, NH —Shaheen & Gordon, P.A., has settled the first claim under New Hampshire’s 
YDC Settlement Fund on behalf of a client who was sexually and physically assaulted at YDC in the 
1970s. Attorneys at the firm have since announced that they are withdrawing from the 
consolidated litigation in state court and will be filing the majority of their claims through the 
legislative fund within the next 30 days.     

“We look forward to helping obtain many more recoveries for these victims who have waited far too 
long for justice,” says Attorney Anthony Carr, Co-Chair of the firm’s YDC Victim Compensation 
Group. “We’ve worked closely with the state to ensure the fund meets our clients’ needs. A 
year ago that was not the case, but substantive changes were made through open communication 
with the Attorney General’s Office. They listened to us and the victims and showed 
that they’re really trying to do the right thing with this process.”   

The YDC Settlement Fund and Claims Process compensates former residents of multiple state 
facilities who were victims of sexual and physical abuse perpetrated by staff in prior 
decades. According to Carr, the most important factors for choosing to file through the fund are 
the timeframes, compensation, and a trauma-informed approach.   

“It will take at least five years before the majority of victims will get a trial date in the state court 
litigation,” says Michael Noonan, Managing Partner and Co-Chair of the YDC Victim Compensation 
Group. “And even longer before they see justice in the form of compensation. In the 
meantime, they’ll have to be deposed and have their entire life put under a microscope in 
litigation.”    

Conversely, under the guidelines for the fund, victims who file soon should get full and complete 
resolution by the end of this year. The fund caps damages at $1.5 million, while under state law the 
current cap for damages per RSA 541-B:14 is only $475,000 per claimant. Finally, in avoiding 
litigation, victims going through the fund do not have to get deposed or have their traumatic 
experiences subject to public scrutiny. At most, they may have to participate in an 
informational interview that will not be adversarial.   

The YDC Victim Compensation Group at Shaheen & Gordon is a unique team the firm has 
assembled that is dedicated to these cases and a trauma-informed approach. The group is made of 
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up attorneys, paralegals, an in-house victim advocate, as well as multiple retained experts 
including private investigators and a psychologist.   

“We’ve chosen to take on a limited number of clients so that we can give them the individualized 
attention they need,” says Carr. “Every one of my clients has my cell phone and is free to reach out 
to me or meet with me at any time.”   

Please contact Attorney Carr with further questions about YDC settlements.  

  

About Shaheen & Gordon, P.A.  
Founded in 1981, Shaheen & Gordon has a team of more than 50 attorneys, earning statewide, regional, and 
national accolades for our legal work throughout New England. Our firm’s practice covers a wide range of 
individual, business, and corporate legal services, including Personal Injury; Criminal & DWI/DUI Defense; 
Divorce & Family Law; Trusts, Estates, & Guardianships; Business & Corporate Law; Workers’ Compensation; 
Litigation; Immigration Law; and Mediation & Arbitration.  
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